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United States District Court

Northern District of Florida

Case Nunber: 4:22-cv-00325- RH MAF

August Dekker, et al.
Plaintiffs,

VS.

Jason Weida, et al.

Def endant s:

VI DEOCONFERENCE DEPGSI TI ON OF

JASON WEI DA
DATE: April 24, 2023
T ME: 3:00 ppm - 6:31 p.m
LOCATI ON: 119 South Monroe Street, Suite 500

Tal | ahassee, Florida 32301
REPORTED BY: John Bilich, Notary Public
JOB NO. : 5884626

Veritext Legal Solutions

800-726-7007 305-376-8800
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APPEARANCES

By Vi deoconf erence:

Pillsbury Wnthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
BY: Gary J. Shaw, Esquire

1200 Seventeenth Street

NW Washi ngt on, DC 20036

gary. shaw@i | | sburyl aw. com

By Vi deoconf erence:

Pillsbury Wnthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
BY: Jennifer G Altman, Esquire,

BY: Marcus Jude Andre Leonard, Esquire
600 Brickell Avenue, Suite 3100

Mam , Florida 33131

Jenni fer. Altman@i | | sburyl aw. com

mar cus. | eonard@i | | sburyl aw. com

Appearing in Person:

Hol t zman Vogel Baran Torchi nksy & Josefi ak,
BY: Gary V Perko, Esquire

119 South Monroe Street, Suite 500

Tal | ahassee, FL 32301

gper ko@ol t zmanvogel . com

By Vi deoconference:

Lanbda Lega

BY: Omar Gonzal ez- Pagan, Esquire
120 Wall Street, 19TH Fl oor

New Yor k, NY 10005

ogonzal ez- pagan@ anbdal egal . org

Appearing in Person:

Hol t zman Vogel Baran Torchi nksy & Josefi ak,
BY: M chael Robert Beato, Esquire

BY: Mbhammad Jazil, Esquire

BY: Gary V. Perko, Esquire

119 South Monroe Street, Suite 500

Tal | ahassee, FL 32301

nbeat o@ol t zmanvogel . com

nj azi | @ol t zmanvogel . com

gper ko@ol t zmanvogel . com
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By Vi deoconf erence:

Fl ori da Agency for Health Care Adm nistration

BY: Andrew Sheeran, Esquire

2727 Mahan Drive M5 #3

Tal | ahassee, FL 32308

andr ew. sheer an@hca. nyfl ori da. com

By Vi deoconf erence:

Sout hern Legal Counse

BY: Chel sea Dunn, Esquire

BY: Sinone Chriss, Esquire

1229 NW 12t h Avenue

Gai nesville, Florida 32601

Chel sea. Dunn@out hernl egal . org
Si none. Chri ss@out hernl egal . org

Al so Present:
Thomas Thomas, Vi deogr apher

Anna Gonzal ez, Paral egal (By Video Conference)
Pillsubry Wnthrop Shaw Pittman, LLP
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A No.

Q Do you recall being in attendance at a
nmeeting with officials fromthe governor's office
and people fromthe Florida Departnment of Health, as
wel | as people from AHCA prior to April 20th of
20227

A Not -- may | ask you a clarifying
guestion?

Q Yes, of course.

A kay. Regarding gender-rel ated issues?

Q Correct. Well, gender dysphoria and
transgender issues in particular, not gender issues
general |l y.

A Right, | just want to make sure, because
we have a | ot of neetings and | have net with the
Departnent of Health in the past on a range of
topics. But with respect to the topics at issue in
this [awsuit, | do not recall being at a neeting
with all of those individuals.

Q Do you recall being in a neeting with sone
subset of those individual s?

A Yes, | do.

Q Ckay. When was that?

A | don't have an exact date, but | believe

it would have been early April.

800-726-7007
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Q Who was present in the neeting?
A So in addition to nyself -- well, | want
to be -- | just want to be clear here. So |

remenber two such neetings, and | don't renenber
exactly who was at one neeting versus the other, but
| can tell you who | renenber being at both of those
neetings cuz | know that there was at | east one
person and possi bly nore who was at one, but not
both, and | just don't renenber which ones those
were. But | can just tick through the whole list if

that's okay with you?

Q Fair enough. Before you do that, was the
ot her neeting -- you nentioned that one neeting was
early April. Was the other neeting in March, or was

the other neeting after the neeting in early April?

A | believe it was after the neeting in
early April.
Q So, as you recall today, you had a neeting

in early April and then a neeting after that
neeting, correct?

A That's correct.

Q Al right. So let's start with, tell ne
everyone that you can renenber that was in those
neeti ngs collectively, since you can't renenber who

was i n which one.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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A Right. So, collectively, obviously
W t hout representing that they were all there for
both, the people that | renenber being at one or the
ot her, or possibly both of those neetings, were
secretary Marstiller, who was the secretary of the
Agency for Healthcare Admi nistration at the tine.
Cody Farrill, who was the chief of staff at the
Agency for Healthcare Adm nistration at the tine,
Josi e Tamayo, who was the CGeneral Counsel for the
Agency for Healthcare Adm nistration at the tine.
Andr ew Sheeran, who at the tinme was the chief
litigation counsel. He worked for Josie Tamayo.
He's our current General Counsel, but at the tinme he
was the chief litigation counsel. | recall Ryan
Newman being present. Ryan is and was at the tine
the governor's General Counsel. And at one or both
of those neetings, Katie Strickland, who is the
deputy chief of staff for the governor, one of the
deputy chiefs of staff. And | also recall Mureen
Furino, although |I don't remenber if she was present
or just called in. | think she m ght have call ed
into the nmeeting. So | don't think she was
technically present.

Q And who is she?

A She is a deputy General Counsel. She

Veritext Legal Solutions
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wor ked for M. Newman.

Q Ckay. Anyone el se you recall being there?

A Not that | can recall

Q Who cal l ed the neeting?

A | don't know who --

Q -- organi zed -- (Tal king sinmultaneously.)
[ I naudi bl e].

A I don't know.

Q How did you find out you were going to be
there, or needed in the neeting?

A | believe I was invited by sonebody from
t he agency managenent team at the Agency for
Heal t hcare Adm nistration. | just don't renenber
who t hat woul d' ve been.

Q What were you told the neeting was goi ng
to be about?

A | was told the neeting was going to be
about recent guidance that had been issued by the
United States Departnent of Health and Human
Services regarding treatnents for gender dysphori a.

Q And do you recall who told you that?

A No, | don't.

Q Do you recall, did you get a cal endar
invitation for the neeting?

A | don't recall. It was about a year ago,

800-726-7007
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Q Yes.
A So, | don't have the full list in front of
nme, but ny understanding is that there are, | don't

know exactly how many, but several coverage policies
in the Bureau of Medicaid policy that provide for
various nental health and behavioral health services
for the treatnment of gender dysphori a.

Q What anal ysis was done to determ ne
whet her or not there's any evidence that
psychot herapy or behavioral health therapy on its
own i s an appropriate treatnent for gender
dysphori a?

A Well, the GAPMS report focused on the
procedures that are described in the current rule.
The GAPMS report did not focus on, directly at |east
behavi oral health services. So that was not part of
t he GAPMS process or the review

Q Has any anal ysis been done to determ ne
whet her or not psychot herapy or behavioral health

therapy alone is an appropriate treatnent for gender

dysphori a?
A | don't know the answer to that question.
Q Shoul dn't you know the answer to that

gquestion? Is if that's the only thing that's

covered for gender dysphoria, shouldn't you know, as
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